New Hope artist Charlie Sahner often depicts scenes of everyday life in his landscapes, portraits, figures and still lifes. A self-taught painter, early influences include work from New York Academy of Art and New York Studio School alumni, along with Edward Hopper and Ernst Kirchner.

“Bucks County art these days is moving beyond its impressionist roots to encompass contemporary realism,” said Sahner. “Today’s ‘New Hope school’ also includes expressionism, abstraction, mixed media and beyond.”

On a technical level, Sahner’s work reflects the interplay between light and shadow, drawing the eye toward contrasting light values, warmer colors and the intersection of the horizontal and vertical. Subject matter is at times both sentimental and innocent: a conductor waving from a passing train, a child searching for shells at the beach, late day sun along the Delaware River.

